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Way down deep in the reaches of Southern Florida
far below the Bible belt—
between the squat brick buildings crumbling from age and wear,
seeping out of the heat haze
in a shattered home, hides a store that—
for a price
will erase your age, will erase your wear, will erase damn near anything.
Where a man can spin gold and life out of nothing
for a price.
Well I took my car—with its ancient rust spots and its yawning growl, its rattling bones—
and dove down under, crawling within the heat haze, and found between the broken frames
the Alchemist’s Day Spa.
I told him what I need – and he smiled at me
And gave it for free.
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